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than village hillsides. Where the forest has disappeared and
the land is cultivable it might be possible to exchange the
cultivable land—on condition of proper terracing and
embanking—for the extinction or reduction of grazing rights
in the rest and so enable the forest to recover. In general,
however, it is no use hoping for people to respect Govern-
ment forests when they don't respect their own, and the
first step is to teach the villages the real use and value of
their hills.
Above all the goodwill of the people must be secured and
they must be convinced that Government is out to help
them and not to filch their grazing grounds or destroy their
livelihood. Once the present atmosphere of suspicion is
replaced by confidence, and Government and villager begin
to co-operate in saving and improving the hillsides the
problem will be solved.
4. Canal catchment areas. When the Forest Depart-
ment was established, canal irrigation was in its infancy
and hydro-electricity had not been heard of. But now,
such has been the development of both these sources of
economic prosperity, that the value of the hills for catching
and storing water is many times their value either as
sources of forest revenue or of land revenue. The
whole land revenue and forest revenue of the catchment
area of a big Punjab canal is far less than the sum that
would be lost by the failure of the canal to give one watering
at a critical period—and it is these very critical periods that
are being endangered by the misuse of the hills and the
disappearance of the forest cover.1 Has the time arrived
to regard hills and forests principally as water-reservoirs
and to administer them as such ? It must never be
1 The cost of silt clearance in most canals cannot be less than the
land revenue of their catchment areas !

